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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 
Dr. Barry C. Black, Chaplain, United 

States Senate, Washington, D.C., of-
fered the following prayer: 

O God, our way, our truth, and our 
life, we worship You. 

Quicken our consciences by Your ho-
liness, that we will find nourishment in 
Your truth. 

As this partial government shutdown 
continues, help our lawmakers to open 
their hearts to Your love and to sur-
render their desires to Your purposes. 

Lord, in this tangled world, we are 
conscious of our woeful inadequacies to 
sit in the seats of judgment, to balance 
the scales of justice, and to respond 
with equity to the myriad calls of 
human needs. 

We need You, Eternal God, to crown 
the deliberations of this Chamber with 
Your wisdom to fit these challenging 
times. 

We pray in Your mighty Name. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Washington (Ms. 
DELBENE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. DELBENE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

DO THE RIGHT THING AND RE-
OPEN THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT 

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POCAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues in Congress 
to do the right thing and support the 
Democrats’ efforts to reopen our Fed-
eral Government. 

We are seeing devastating impacts on 
800,000 Federal employees who serve us, 
the contractors that work for us, and 
the economy that impacts every person 
in this country. Yet the President’s 
petulant, adolescent approach to the 
shutdown has been supported by my 
colleagues through their inability to 
support reopening government. 

Responsible governments around the 
world do not shut down, and leaders do 
not take hostages and demand ransom. 

Look, today the President is shutting 
down the government over an ineffi-

cient and unnecessary wall. If we capit-
ulate, the next shutdown will be over 
his desire to lift sanctions on the Rus-
sians. The next shutdown could be over 
his desire to stop the Mueller inves-
tigation, and so on and so on. 

This isn’t how the United States can 
or should operate, yet the Republicans’ 
complicity in this petulant behavior 
hurts our constituents and threatens 
our economy. 

Mr. President, reopen the govern-
ment before you further damage the 
United States of America. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. PIN-
GREE). Members are reminded to re-
frain from engaging in personalities to-
ward the President. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RIDGWAY AREA 
HIGH SCHOOL AS A NATIONAL 
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Ridgway Area High School 
for being named a National Blue Rib-
bon School. 

Since 1982, the U.S. Department of 
Education has identified and cele-
brated excellence in education through 
the Blue Ribbon Award. 

Ridgway Area High School’s tradi-
tion of academic excellence is a testa-
ment to this rural community’s dedica-
tion to the importance of education. 
Like many small communities, the 
high school serves as a central hub in 
Ridgway. Faculty and staff work dili-
gently to help each student reach their 
fullest potential. 

Ridgway Area High School knows 
that families and community stake-
holders are vital to the educational 
mission. They strongly value the idea 
that students who are involved in 
teams, groups, and community service 
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